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Influence of dental implants on the oral health related quality of life
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The goal of the modern dentistry is to prevent tooth
loss and to provide a healthy dentition with optimal
functional efficiency, structural balance and
esthetic harmony. The dental implants provide a
realistic treatment alternative for rehabilitation of
1
patients with lost teeth. Due to the advantages
provided by the implant supported prosthesis, like
improved aesthetics, improved hygiene
accessibility, osseous preservation and reduced
future maintenance, it appears that replacement of
tooth with implants may be a more viable option for
2
today's patient. Nowadays advances in clinical
technique and biomaterials have facilitated a great
expansion in the indications for dental implant
treatment options. Teeth replacement using dental
implants have proven to be a successful and
predictable treatment procedure.
In the elderly and young people, tooth loss has
significant side effects on different aspects of
quality of life, and these effects are internalized by
3
the person. Studies demonstrate that edentulous
conditions have negative effects on oral healthrelated quality of life (OHRQoL), including
inability to chew, trouble speaking, and pain and
dissatisfaction associated with appearance. A
25

strong relationship exists between the number of
natural teeth and quality of life. In this context,
edentulism and conventional complete denture
treatment have been shown to have a depreciative
4
effect on OHRQoL. Dental implants have
beneficial effects in individuals who have lost their
5
teeth. Moreover, it has also been shown that
treatment with conventional or implant-retained
dentures has a positive impact on social activities.
Implant dentistry has evolved into the mainstream
of restorative practices all over the world.
Maintenance of bone after tooth loss to improve or
maintain facial esthetics and improved retention,
function, and performance of removable
restorations are only some of the advantages for the
edentulous patient. No longer are implants
considered only when traditional restorations
cannot be fabricated. Evidence-based reports
indicate implant restorations last longer than those
on teeth and the abutment teeth are at less risk of
6
loss or complication.
Concerns about the impact of dental treatment on
the patients' quality of life are increasing. Using
social dental indicators to assess quality of life and
patient satisfaction have been recently suggested as
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an important tool for treatment plans because these
indicators provide behavioral data in addition to
7
mechanical principles. Some studies have
demonstrated the significant relationship that exists
between good oral quality of life and good general
8
quality of life.
Conclusion:
Dental implant therapy has a positive effect on oral
health quality of life as determined by the Oral
Health Impact Profile ( OHIP) compared to those
who have not replaced their missing teeth with
dental implants but instead choose removable
options or partial restorations or no restoration at
all.
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